Symposium details:
This symposium explores the interrelations between gender, mobility regimes and social transformation in Asia, where rapid globalisation and an increase in 'neoliberal'-style governance in many nations have reinforced major reconfigurations of the ways in which gender is lived and imagined.
Gender is taking on new expressions, shaped by wider political and economic demands for participation in flexible labour, intimate markets, geographic mobilities, and social reproduction. In this symposium, we explore how contemporary regimes of governance in Asia impact on the spatial and social movements of people (migrants, refugees, expatriates, sex workers, and tourists) as well as mobile forms of media and technology, and examine the economic, political, affective, and especially gendered dimensions of these forms of mobility. We investigate how social actors navigate the challenges put forward by regulatory regimes, as they contest and negotiate social and spatial mobility. We explore how interdisciplinary methods and theories can productively engage with the operations of mobility regimes in the making and un-making of gender relations and the various forms of affective (dis)attachments that this entails.
This symposium brings together scholars from gender studies, anthropology, cultural studies, sociology, development studies and related disciplines in our region to problematise current methodological and theoretical paradigms, and seeks to provide new insights into the relationship between mobility regimes, gender and social transformation.
The symposium begins on Thursday evening, 3 November, with a public keynote lecture from Dr Raka Shome of the National University of Singapore, followed by a catered reception in Arts
Hall. On Friday 4 November the symposium proper will take place, with opening and closing public keynote lectures delivered by Professor Purnima Mankekar (visiting SCC Asia scholar; UCLA) and Professor Pei-Chia Lan (National Taiwan University) respectively. Additionally, Dr Raka Shome will lead a masterclass for graduate students on Thursday 3 November prior to the symposium.
Further Information:
For further information about the symposium, including full abstracts and biographies of all confirmed speakers and registration details, see the symposium website: http://is.gd/GMRSTA or contact Joshua Pocius joshua.pocius@unimelb.edu.au
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